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Ref: A01452

PRIME MINJSTER
/

The Falkland Islands:; JPuture Policy

(C(76) 39/

Background

This subject was discussed at OPD(76) 6 eeting on 10th March,

In your summing up you said that it was clear t the balance of opinion

in the Committee was in favour of the second of the two options proposed by

the Foreign and Commonwealth Secretary (namely to seek some way of

reconciling the Argentine claim with the Islanders' wish to remain British)
but in view of the importance of the issue it was desirable that it should be
reported to Cabinet. The Foreign and Commonwealth Secretary informed
Cabinet last week that he would be raising the issue and has now circulated

his memorandum summarising its main aspects,

Handling Q
2. You will wish to invite the Foreign and mm' onwealth Secreéx to
O ta

introduce his memorandum, I suggest you then ask the SecretarLr te for

Defence to summarise briefly the military assessment by the Ministry of

Defence to which the Foreign and Commonwealth Secretary refers in
paragraph 3 of his memorandum, The military assessment was before OPD
when they discussed the matter, but has not been circulated to Cabinet,

Thereafter the matter could be thrown open to any gem€ral discussion, It will

however be desirable to focus discussion fairly sharply on the two options in

paragraph 4 of the memorandum and avoid spending too much time on

m—

subsidiary issues such as the extension of the Falkland Island's runway.

3. One point which Cabinet may wish to discuss ia the Parliamentary

problem involved in pursuing the option at paragraph 4b. of the memorandum.
The Foreign and Commonwealth Secretary mentions, for instance, the

possibility of appointing a Select Committee, an idea which you yourself
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