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20 October 1975

Falkland Islands Economic¢ and Fiscal Survey

You may like to know that the Prime Minigster has
seen guidance telegram number 168 of 16 OctoberVvabout
the survey which Lord Shackleton is about to make of
the Falkland Islands economy.

The Prime Minister has commented that Lord Shackleton
is a top level industrialist, with great experience of
island economies. You will no bubt ensure that H.M.

Embassy, Buenos Aires are fully aware of this,

P. R, H. WRIGHT

R.N. Dales, Esq.,
Foreign and Commonwealth Office.
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TO IMMEDIATE CERTAIN POSTS AND MISSIONS TELNO GUIDANCE 168 OF
16 OCTOBER AND PRICRITY TC CERTAIN BTHERS
'FALKLAND PSLANDS ECONGMIC AND FISCAL SURVEY,
1. H.M.G, ARE COMMISSIONING AND INDEPENDENT TEAM CF EXPERTS UNDER
THE CHAIRMANSHIP OF LORD SHACKLETON TO MAKE A SURVEY OF ALL ASPECTS &
THE FALKLAND ISLANDS ECONOMY, NEWS DEPARTMENT WILL MAKE THIS PUBLIC
AT 13308Z ON 16 OCTOBER (ANNOUNCEMENT WILL BE CARRIED IN THE RETRACT
SERIES) AND THE GOVERNOR OF THE FALKLAND ISLANDS WILL MAKE A
SIMULTANEOUS ANNOUNCEMENT TO THE ISLANDS’ EXECUTIVE COUNCIL.
2. INSTRUCTIONS FOR USE.
YOU SHOULD NOT VOLUNTEER INFORMATION ON THIS SUBJECT BUT IF ASKED
YOU MAY DRAW FREELY ON PARAS 1, 3 4 AND 5 OF THIS GUIDANCE. YOU MAY
DRAW UNATTRIBUTABLY ON PARA 6 FOR DEFENSIVE PURPOSES. PARAS 7 AND 8
ARE FOR YOU OWN INFORMATION ONLY.
3, THIS SURVEY WAS REQUESTED BY THE ISLANDERS THEMSELVES AND,
ALTHCUGH COMMISSIONED BY H.M.G., 1S TO BE AN INDEPENDENT ONE. ITS .
A1M IS TO DETERMINE THE PROSPECTS FOR, AND THE BEST MEANS TO ACHIEVE,
THE DEVELCPMENT AND DIVERSIFICATION OF THE ISLANDS’ ECONOMY WHICH
AT PRESENT DEPENDS ENTIRELY ON THE WOOL INDUSTRY. WE HOPE THAT THE
TEAM WILL PRODUCE THE OBJECTIVE AND FORWARD LOOKING REPORT THAT .
THE ISLANDERS’ FUTURE URGENTLY REQUIRES, :
4. THERE HAVE BEEN OTHER SURVEYS IN THE PAST, BUT THIS IS THE FIRST
TIME THAT A COMPREHENSIVE SURVEY OF THE ECONOMIC PROSPECTS OF THE
ISLANDS HAS BEEN UNDERTAKEN, WE ARE THEREFORE SENDING A WELL QUALI=-
FIED TEAM, THE LEADER, LORD SHACKLETON, WAS CHOSEN BECAUSE HE IS
A PROMINENT PUBLIC FIGURE WITH MINISTERIAL EXPERIENCE AND EXPERIENCE
OF LEADING A SIMILAR TEAM = THE COMMITTEE ON OIL POLLUTION. A _
FURTHER ADVANTAGE 1S HIS FATHER’S ASSOCIATIONS WITH THE {SLANDS AND
WITH ANTARTICA AND HIS RESULTING PERSONAL INTEREST IN THE REGION,
THE REST OF THE TEAM COMPRISES A SENIOR ECONOMIST WHO WILL ACT AS
DEPUTY CHAIRMAN, A FISCAL EXPERT AND EXPERTS ON FISHERIES, OIL AND
WOOL, THESE BEING THE MAIN AREAS OF ECONOMIC POTENTIAL OF THE ISLANDS
5. THE TEAM WILL BEGIN FORMAL WORK IN LONDON IN DECEMBER. THEY WILL
LEAVE FOR THE SOUTH ATUANTIC AFTER CHRISTMAS AND WILL WORK FOR ABOUT
A CMONTH IN THE 1SLANDS ARD THEIR DEPENDENCIES. WE EXPECT THEM TO
REPORT TOWARDS THE ENL OF FEBRUARY, | -
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